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FOREWORD

Making predictions for the future by closely following developments at home and abroad,
conducting scientific research on bilateral and multilateral relations and the security
strategies of Turkey, as well as on domestic problems in political, econorointdiegical,
environmental and socigultural areas, providing also decistorakers with practical
recommendations, policy options, and proposals in line with the national interests are all
included in the foundation purposes of Wise Man Center for Stiat&gudies (BILGESAM).
BILGESAM is preparing reports to fulfill the purposes quoted above.

With the Arab Spring, the nature of the ruling parties has changed and the authoritarian
regimes have started to be dethroned in the Middle East. These have edsuit a
transformation process in the political geography of the region. The ruling parties in the
Middle East that had been at the hands of a small elite or a certain sectarian groups for a
f2y3 LISNA2R 2F (GAYS KI @S OKI ve@é&R orkheyhave | & |
been forced to make reforms in the direction of democratization. The Shia Crescent, which

has prospered with the rise of the Shia factor and become more apparent, has come to be a
ONHzOA I f ReylFYAO FT2NJLNIyQa Of2dzi Ay GKS NBIAA

TherdJ2 NI GaLNIYyZ GKS { KAl [/ NBaoSyid FyR GKS I N
LNl yQa F2NBAIYy LRtAOe Ay | 2F mMpT P> GKS
AYyFtdzSyOS 2y (KSasS FFrOU2NEX R ofSHeMsbgy Qa | G
Y20SYSyGia Ay GKS I NI)o6o ¢62NIR® a2NB2OSNE GKS N
movements in the Arab countries along with its aims in the direction of the Shia Crescent.

2 A0KAY (GKA&a a02LISz AlG |yl arédsit®iebelliGkidd haDa RA
SNHzLJG SR F3FAyad GKS {&NXAIFQa NHzZ Ay3a LI NLE&3I ¢
regime in Damascus.

(0p))

| hope the report will provide the Turkish decisiorakers with the chance of a substantial
FylFfeara 2ythelVilille/East withir tBelsiBope/of the Shia geopolitics. It will also
ASNBS F2NJ 0F1{Ay3 GKS NRARIKOG RSOAaAA2ya Ay fAY
politics of the region. | also extend my thanks to Emin Salih who participated in the
preparation of the report and the BILGESAM personnel who contributed to the publication
process of the report.

AssocProf. Atilla SANDIKLI
BILGESANPresident
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IRAN, THE SHIA CRESCENT AND THE ARAB SPRING

The Arab Spring has led to many changes in the Middle East. The repercussions of the
changes have given birth to different opportunities and risks for the states in the Middle
East. While some countries have been drifted with the winds of change, stimees have

made remarkable moves in line with their foreign policy targets on the altered chessboard of
the Middle East. Moves coming from the important regional powers have influenced the
developments in the region as much as the ones coming from tHeabfmwers have done.
Turkey has exerted great efforts with the purpose of reducing the probable losses of the
winds blowing with the Arab Spring and contributing to the regional and global peace and
stability. How does Iran, another important player irethegion, assess the developments?
How does it move on that chessboard of the Middle East? How do these moves influence the
developments in the region? These questions are the ones that are wondered by everyone
who is interested in the region. The repoitres at finding answers to these questions under
GKS FylrfeasSa 2F GKS F2tft2Ay3 (2LIA0CAY LNIyYyQa
YR LNIyQa az2@Sa
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These ups and downs between the axis of the West and the East andcednehss for
strategic directions could be related to the world that has undergone a change and
transformation after 1990. The new international system, which has appeared with the end
of the Cold War and the removal of the static structure of the bipojatesn, has come to

be dynamic; this multidimensional and multilateral dynamism has, along with the other
states, urged Iran to look for new strategies and tactics in its foreign policy. Hence, different
foreign policy concepts formed during the times ofodieine, Rafsancani, Khatami and
Ahmadinejad arise from external factors that are directly related to the system change.

In addition to this, in such authoritariatotalitarian regimes as Iran, foreign policy
approaches may change much easier comparetth¢o
democratic regimes because of the differer
characteristics of individuals (such as the head of t
state, president and supreme leader). Thus, ti
searches for tactic sand strategies have been reshay
according to the political views of the presidsrthat
come to power in Iran. Regardless of structure
systemic variables, the implications of this could |
seen in the examples of Khomeine, Rfasance
Khatami and Ahmedinejad. In this regard, given t
St SYSyita 2F aO02y0AYy ®RA Ge NIzZLIdREE TS HB YOS mxpa yoé
Fye OKFy3aS (KIFdG O2dz R 6S NBIIFNRSR I a & NHzLIG dz
of Iran except for the rupture from the approach of the Iranian Shah. Nevertheless, as of that

date there have been ma@ RAFFSNBYGALF GA2yad 1'a +y SEF YL
foreign policy during the periods of moderaliberal conservative Rafsancani and Khatami

from the period of the traditional conservative Khomeine could be shown. Likewise, the
Iranian foregn policy approach during the period of radicavolutionist conservative
Ahmedinejad differs from the periods of Rafsancani and Khatami and (despite some
RAFFSNByOSao AdG KlFa 320 Of 2 ar8nsfdingationska®d Y K 2 Y'!
searches iriranian foreign policy during the years 192010 have evolved depending on the
differences of the individuals.

It should also be noted that, apart from this change and differentiation in the Iranian foreign
policy, there are certain factors that showrntinuity independent of individual differences.

It is because of the fact that differentiations and ruptures manifest themselves in foreign
policy strategies and tactics while continuities are seen in medium andtéwng state
policies that are based dioreign policy goals. Thus, the paradoxical state of Kahatami (who
supported the compromise and peace process with the West within the framework of the
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thesis InterCivilizational Dialogue, who could b \
considered as the most liberal president of Iran wifhn THE DEVELOPMENTS

his moderate attitudes andiscourse both in internal] THAT HAVE BEEN SEEN
and external foreign policy) which derives from the 4 $1 9 SDDLE-EAST

fact that he has been the Iranian president who sp tAND ARE CALLED AS THE

more money for the. mllltary expenditures a ARAB SPRNG PROVDE
compared to the previous perioliscould only be
IRAN WITH A

explained by the elements thashow continuity in
LNI yQa F2NBAdy Lkt Aoe o] GERTGYCHEY BG vayl Gk
StSySyida GKId akzg 02y iARVRORMANEWERG s T2 NI
mentality are nuclear energy program that has begnUS NG ETHNORELU GIOUS
maintained since the Shah period regardless of hel DENTITY (SHA) INITS
Iranian supreme leaders and aigrael policy that hasy FOREGN POICY.

been seen as of the period of Khomeine.

Another constituent that shows continuity in the Iranian state policies, perhaps the most
AYLRZNIOFYG 2ySs Aa Ada AY 2F 6SAy3I alF NBIA2
presidentsranging from Khomeine to Rafsancani, from Khatami to Ahmedinejad have
primarily aimed at rendering Iran the leader state of the Middle Eastern geography. The
RSOSt2LYSyida GKFG KIFI@S o6SSy aSSy Ay G2RIe&Qa
provide Iran with a geopolitically big room for maneuver in using ethelgious identity

(Shia) in its foreign policy.

Iran has certain institutions thanks to which it can make use of the Shia geopolitics. One of
these institutions is the city Qum which aimsmoral unity and consensus. This city of Qum
where the Shia religious functionaries receive
training has more come into prominence in the
recent period compared to Najaf city. Another
instrument of Iran in this sense is the Iranian
Revolutionary Guardsvhich enables Iran to
protect some groups in the region. The
revolutionary Guards provides the other Shia
and Islamic groups, which have joint interests,
with arms supply and armed training.

LAEISKEY 'EF31T T &/ KEy3Ay3a

2yOSLIWi 2F GKS aARRfS 9l 4
C2NXIFGA2YE FYR [/ KFEy3aay3a . LflyO0Sazx SRAG2NBY! GAfETLF {ly
p.270.6 . Af ASKIFY 1 £ 31 T3 a58€A06Sy hNIlF 52€dz YI ONFYP @S TN
@S 5SeA0Sy 5Sy3aStSNE SRAGINISNY !'GAttl {FYyRP1tPI YSyl
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While Irag has been the center of religion for the Shia pedg&af has been the city where

the Shia religious functionaries have lived and been growa.for the city Qum in Iran, it
was founded by the Iranian religious functionaries who received training in Najaf and had
been under the influence of Najaf up untile Iranian Islamic Revolution. With the Islamic
Revolution, the importance attached to the city of Qum increased. However, at this time the
Baath regime posed some drawbacks for the Iragi Shias due to thérédragvar. As a result,

the means and sources Najaf have decreased and the importance of the city Qum, as a
city that is known with its medresa, has more increased.

The main difference between these two centers where religious functionaries receive
training is related to the political role of thenam. The city of Najaf has been loyal to the
traditional thought and rejected the political role of the religious functionaries. According to
Najaf, the religious functionaries deal with only spiritual matters and control the moral
values of the societh y (G KS O2y (i N}X NBExX (GKS OAlGe& 27F-vdzy
C I 13MbK Ayatollah Khomeini. In other words, the city Qum claims that the religious
functionaries have a political role in the sociéty.

After Khomeine, the city of Qum evolved infloK S G NI} AyAy 3 OSYy(iSNJ 27F
new libraries and training centers were established din the city and electronic sources were
used. In parallel to these developments, the number of students coming to Qum
considerably increased compared that of coming to Najaf and in some periods the
number of students in Qum reached 70 thousand#e fact that, in the worldwide, the next
generation religious functionaries and politicians of the Shia society receive their training in
the city of Qum, preides Iran with a big advantage in effectively using the Shia geopolitics.

In order to strengthen its sphere of influence in the region, Iran makes use of the
Revolutionary Guards along with its ethrgligious identity. The militia that are dependent

on the Shia groups in Lebanon, Iraq and Pakistan are organized, trained by Iran and Iran
provides them with arms suppRiThus, the role of the Revolutionary Guards in establishing
clientelist networks with the other groups in the region is of crucial imgoce.

Kl

ZINAT YSA1AYS GLNIYQaAABKNBRINACORE A QSYSYFABEZY®OE 28 £ y{ (NI
YSalAy>X GTNIYQPY LNI1 t2ftA0A1F&APY ¢NIAKA . AN wl @FyoPy

% The institution in Iran that controls the compliance of the laws with religion.

‘S e@AR adKl YYFR WAl OAL {KAQAAY LYYIFGS11L.yR 2Afl &t as
®Vali Nasr, The Shia Revival, w.w. Norton&Company, 2006,-pn4

® Nasr, ibid, p. 22223.

Ly
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THE SHIA CRESCENT

The term the Shia Crescent was first stated [romsas
W2 NRFYyQa YAy3 ! oRdzZ I K
the statements on December of 2004, said that t
Sunni Arabic countries had been surrounded by t
Shia Crescent. According to the Kirige Sia
Crescenthe crescent originates from Iran, include
Iraq -which has been dominated by the Shia in tt
recent period extends towards Syria, which it
governed by the Alewi elite, and Lebanon whel
the Shia population is increasifgAfter the Us
intervention in Iraq, the Shia have appeared as tt """
strongest political formation. Likewise, in Lebano )
the Shia Hezbollah has earned respect and come — ayopi: -
be an important group in the region after the =~
conflict between Hezbollah and Israel. As a result of theesming Shia clout, many
academic works have been conducted that emphasize the QImai discrimination and the

Somalia

Uzbokistan A y K A

RFY3ISNI 2F GKA& RAAONAYAYlIGA2YD® ¢KS 02212 af

Jamai Haquani could be given as an example for such emadeorks® Moreover, many
articles about a Sunthia conflict under the leadership of Iran have been published during
this period. After the King Abdullah, the Egyptian President made an explanatios sautie
direction. Hosni Mobarak delivered a speemt a televisin channel in 2006. In his speech,
Mobarak said that the Shia population in the Middle Ed&slt more commitment to Iran
rather than their own countriesind criticized this political attitudaccordingly’ Apart from
these two leaders, Saud bin
Faisal, the foreign minister

8 THE SHA CRESCENT OBINATES FROM IRA of Saudi Arabia, delivered
similar explanations in this
INCLUDES IRAQVHICH HAS BEEN DOMATED BY cense
THE SHA IN THE RECENT PEGD- EXTEND
TOWARDS SYIR, WHCHIS GOVERNED BY T States perform their foreign
ALEW ELITE, AND LEBANON WHERE THEIS policies in congruence with

their national interests.
POPULATONISINCREASNG. Therefore, L N} Y A | y Q4

factor in its foreign policy

'W20AYy 2NAIKG FyR tSGESNI . 1 SNE idgtoNPodit, B.1ARRMR L Y { SS

{F

¢ KNB

® Helle Malmvig, The US and the Middle East from the War in Iraq to the War in Gaza, Royal Danish Defence

College, Mrach 2009, p. 20.
° Dore Gold, Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas and the Global Jihad, Jrusalem Center for Public Affaips82007



BiLGESAM |
Iran, the Shia Crescent artthe Arab Spring

should be explained through the philosophy of instrumentalism. According to the
instrumentalists, the sense of belonging and the relations within groups in the ethnic and
religious groups develop in direct proportion to the expected intef84n other words, Iran
makes use of the Shia factor as an instrument for its own interest in its foreign politics.
Similarly, the Shia groups in the other countries of the Middle East reveal their Shia identities
for their own interests and use this idety in the development of relations with Iran.

The Shia Groups in the Middle East

Studies conducted show that 4B % of the Muslim population is made up of the Shia
population. In number, this rate corresponds to 33d0 million. The Shia populationnsost

densely seen in the countries such as Iran, India, Pakistan and Iraqg. In Iran, there are at least

70 million Shia people while this number is at least 16 million in each of the-afentioned

countries'* However, the Shia population that could be it y L NI} y Q& &LIKSNB 2
seen in the Middle East countries, mainly being Iraq.

Iran is followed by Iraq in having the highest rate of Shia population. The total Shia
population in Irag comprises 886% of the total population. the Shia rate7/i8% in Bahrain,

35% in Yemen (Zeyni), 35%in Lebanon, 30% in Kuwait, 20% in Qatar, 16% in the United Arab
Emirates, 1012% in Syria (Nusayri) and 5% in Saudi Ardbia.

Iragi Shias

With the rate of 6665% the Iraqgi Shias are the most crowded group ig.[Tde Shias in Iraq

do not consist of only the Arabs. There are also Shia Turkish (Turkman) and Kurdish people in
Irag although not as much as the presence of the Arabs. The history of Iraqg shows that
although the Shias make up of the vast majority of pogulation, they have always been in

a minority position politicalvise. In order to give an end to such a structure, two big Shi
rebellions occurred in 1920 and 1991 yet no achievement was attained. As of 2003 the Shias
have been able to come to power loge of their population through the elections. The Shias
have been able to make a good use of their advantageous population rate after the US
intervention in Iraq in 2003. It has been especially the -Bhged parties that have come to
power in this sense

1% tamar Rabinovich, Ethnicity, Pluralism and State in the Middle East, Avesta Publications, 20@4.. p.30
OLAGFYEFNI wkoAYy208A0KZ hNIF 52&dzQRF 9GYyA&HHIS 42¢€dzZ Odz dz)
" uis Lugo, Mapping the Global Muslim Pagioh, Pew Research Center, October 2009;9. 8

2a8KYS  KAYS G{KAIF DS2LRfAGAOAY hLILRNIdzyAdGASa FyR
bdzYo SN mX Hnncz LJP nnd 6aSKYSI ' KAY S ah NOAG Re2Se2ded2 £/ AAGE
MZ {léeéPmMZ HnanncZ adnnou
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Event though the Shia groups in Iraq differ
according to the conjuncture, all of them have

established positive ties withan. In particular, Even though the Shia
the Hekim group took shelter in Iran as of 1980s groups in lraq differ
ba b NBadf G 2F {FRREY Ia6eordingtd the LINGS & a4 dzNB & o

militia Badr Brigade which depends on this conjuncture, all of
group is supported by Iran. The Badr Brigade is
educated by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards
and it receives arms supply from the
Revolutionary GuardS. Just like the Hekim
group, there is another group that has close ties
with Iran. Itisthe Nouriah I £ A { A Qa 3AINRdzL) GKIFI G 2NARAIAYI iSa 7
Maliki has improved its relationsith Tehran especially with his demand that the US
withdraw its troops from Irag and with its determination in ensuring joint interests with Iran.
Furthermore, the opposition groups that were against the Iranian administration In Iraq
during the prime mirstry of Maliki were ousted from Iraq. The Sadr group under the
leadership of Muqgtada ABadr has common points with Iran when it comes to the US
opposition. Especially the fact that Sadr maintains its religious education in Qum is the
indicator of good redtions.

them have established
positive ties with Iran.

Syrian Shias (Nusayris)

{KAQAAY KIA&A &2YS adzwm oNIyOKSa Ay AGaStFo ¢F
Imaamiyyah, Ismalliyyah, Zaidiyyah and
Naseeriyyah. The Shias in Syria are called
Nusayris. The Sunnis in Syria are followed
by the Nusayris as the second largest group
with the rate of 12%. The Nusayris are
densely populated around Lazkiye in Syria.
The Nusayris have come to power with
Hafez alAssad. In 1970, Assad became the
first president who was of Nusayri roots. In
order to enhance and sustain its power,
Assad assited people of Nusayri identity
on the crucial points of the country. During
the presidency of Assad, the Nusayris
worked at various ranks of the state ranging
from the private security forces, intelligence
services and special forces, and similarly

BYSyySGK YFGT YFYS LNIyYyQa LyTtdzSyOS AW LNYIjz /w{ wSLEZN



BiLGESAM |
Iran, the Shia Crescent artthe Arab Spring

they catrolled the command echelon of the army. However, talking about the Nusayrian
identity in the internal and external politics of Syria has become a taboo.

Even though Hafez -&lssad had often used the discourse of Arab nationalism, he had
pursued a pragnatismbased foreign policy. This tradition has been maintained by his son,
Bashar aAssad as well. In this sense, because of its common interests on Irag and Israel,
Syria has pursued a close foreign policy towards Iran for 30 years. Syria, durirenthadr

g N GKFG fFradsSR SAIKG &SFENEZ KFR &dzlJLJ2 NI SR
government. During this war in which both the West and the Arab world had been against
Iran, Syria had supported Iran and this showed the two countries astthegic partners.

After the Iraglran war, Syria has also maintained its good relations with Iran. It is mainly
because of the fact that Iran regards the US and Israel as enemies and because of the
common interests of the twd?> Syria, which has similamterests with Iran on these issues,

has adopted a similar policy with Iran especially on Israel. These two countries have been
later influenced by the Shias who have been against Israel in Lebanon.

Lebanese Shias

In Lebanon today, there are 18 gibus
groups that are recognized by the state ... -
Population rates of these groups are ncJ s
exactly known within the generalr—l‘g
population. The state conducted the las
official census in 1932. The detaileI
outcome of this census is not knowrgh
Nevertheless, it wa accepted that the
Christian population was higher tha
the Muslim population. It can be sai . 7 i =
that the population structure in Lebanon has changed today. The birth rates in the country

have changed as a result of the civil war in the country, emigration td that war and

economic and cultural factors. The exact population rates of the religious groups are not
officially known because of this change in the birth rates. However, the Shias, mainly being
GKS [Soly2yQa | ST o2ff | KeydréthefRa®dst gootipdnNebanth. K= Of

Y 8068aNt

{ SOSNE dG{&NAI FNRBY LYRSLISYRSYyOS G2 tNBaSyilésx
(Ed.) Fulya AtOI y = . | ETILYlI tdzof AOCI-HMARPYSIOLAGEFNUZ ESHBENE X & LIPE T
{dzZNRA&@SéX 5SE€EAOSY ¢2LX dzYft I NJ 55S€A0YSeSy {AélasSdidy hNII R:

p. 194208.

william L. Cleveland, A History bkEtModern Middle East, Westview pres, 2009, p.-405.

5 NB N %SQSOA T -Serka DividéiJRenfking Higtokicdall Memory, Crown Center for Middle East
Studies, April 2007, p. 3.
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The Shias in Lebanon are densely populated in the Bekaa Valley region in the northeast of
Lebanon, in the south of the capital Beirut and in the Southern Lebanon. As it was stated
earlier, although there isno offick £ 2 dzi O2YS AYRAOFGAYy3 [Soly2y
conducted estimate the Shia population rate in Lebanon a85%'' ¢ 2 Rl & Q& LJ2 LJdzf |
Lebanon is supposed to be more than four millions and the Shias constitute the poorest
group in Lebanon in termsf the level of income.

When Lebanon declared its independence, the Shias could not establish the political
formation that could represent themselves and hold the Shias together. It was Mi&adal

who had first politically organized the Shias at the end of the 19608968, Sadr founded
GKS | A3K {KAQI [/ 2dzyOAf GKA:
Shias before the stat¥ Later, in 1975 during the
Lebanese Civil War, the Amal Movement was
founded. Hezbollah separated from the Amal
remarkable emotional tie has Movement and emerged as a new formation in
been established between the two 1985. Inits foundation process, Hezbollah said
that it took the Iranian revolution as an example.
The event that drove the Hezbollah forward was
Southern Lebanon and Iran, apart  {he Taif Agreement that was signed in 1989. This
from the clientalism deriving agreement empowered the Hezbollah to be the
sole movement to officiafl carry armed forces.

This privilege was granted to the Hezbollah with
the expectation that it combats against Isrdel.
During this process, Hezbollah has found great support from Syria and Iran in its combat
against Israel.

It can be said that in recent period

AO A OAOGOI O T &£ )

countries, especially between the

from their common interests.

Iran attaches importanceto9 6  y2y @6KAOK A& LANFSEtQa y2NIKSNH
years has provided Hezbollah with both military and economic support. It can be said that in
NBEOSYy:d LISNA2R & F NBadzZ G 2F LaNIStQa Fadl 01
between the two countries, especially between the Southern Lebanon and Iran, apart from

the clientalism deriving from their common interests.

Iranian President Ahmedinejad was welcomed by-Hezbollah groups carrying Iranian flags
in his visit to Lebanowon October of 2016° It is important to note that the place where
Ahmedinejad delivered a speech in the Southern Lebanon (Bint Jbeil) is only 5 km away from

7 http://arabic.cnc.com/2007/middle east/4/9/shiite.lebanon/index.htil 7.05.2007.

BedzA el LaGFOFYT a{YIFft [/ 2dzyGNE . A3 t NBJIIé BAIEAI FulyK | y I A Y :
LGFOFYyT . 1FE€flLY tdzoftAOIGA2YSY LadlyodZ I wnanX LI HPT P
5SEAOSY ¢LJ dzYf I NJ 5SE€A0YSe@Sy {A@laStY hNIFR2€dzZ 09RO
19 http://arabic.cnn.com/2007/middle east/4/9/shiite.lebanon/index.html7.05.2007.

D hitp:// www.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/92C9898683440B916D1C317B03D360.htni4.10.2010.
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GKS LAN)ISEtQa 02NRSNXY» ¢KAAa RSY2YyAaAGNXGAzy GKI G
of influence broadens in parallel with afiraelism.

Shias in the Gulf Countries

The Gulf countries including Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and
Yemen comprise of the autocratic regimes governed by the Sunni ruling parties. The Shias
living in these countries have long been ignoféd@he highest rate of the Shia population
OTm>0 Ad &aSSy AYy . FKNIAYy®d® ¢KS % @RAAQ LJ2 Lz
35%. The rate of Shia population in Kuwait is 30%, 20% in Qatar, 16% in the United Arab
Emirates and 5% in Saudi Arabiaspite their small rate of 5% in Saudi Arabia, the Shias live

in the areas teeming with petrol in this country.

The Shias in the Gulf countries have come to the fore in consequence of the events taking
place within the scope of democratization and the Afring in the Middle East. With the
AYONBIFAaS AY LNIyQad ALIKSNB 2F AyFtdsSyOS Ay (K
the Shias in the Gulf and Iran have remarkably increased.

4(% 121" 302)."' 1 .$ )2! .83 -/6%3

The Arab Spring first began Tunisia with Mohammed Bouazizi setting himself on fire as a

result of the compilation of many problems such as unemployment, food inflation, political
corruption, freedom of speech, infraction of rules and bad living conditions. Then, in a
domino effect, i swept the Arab world that has been suffering from the similar problems.

CKS I' N} o {LINAYy3I O2YYSyOAy3a gA0K YSSGAy3aasz L
large scale, influenced such countries as Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Jordan,
Yemen ad Syria. On a small scale, it has affected Mauritania, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Iraq,
Lebanon and Morocco. These uprisings have ended up with success in Tunisia, Egypt and
.SYSy o ¢KSAS LIS2L)X SQa Y20SYSyia -AidimeBendMB a dzf G S
who had governed Tunisia for 23 years, Hosni Mubarak who governed Egypt for 30 years and
lastly Ali Abdullah Saleh who dominated in Yemen 33 years. The revolts are still continuing in
Libya and Syria. In line with the UN resolutions, NATO intervenetkeimévelopments in

Libya. Currently, the NATO forces are going on performing operations for the help of the
opposition groups that have rebelled against the Qaddafi administration. Developments in

Syria have started to pose a threat for international séguas well. In the upcoming period,

there may be an increase in the effectiveness of the international sanctions imposed upon

the Assad administration.

1%8Q8SPAS AOARIT LI® o0
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Iran has closely watchedy
the developments within| GIVEN THE SH |A CRESCENT, IT IS PLAUS IBLE
the scope of the Arab
Spring and intervened in}
the region when it hasf WILL ENHANCE THE REG |IONAL EFF ICIENCY OF
deemed necesary. Given
the Shia Crescent, it is

plausible to say that

developments in the region will enhance the regional efficiency of Iran and expand its
sphere of influence. Iran, under the atmosphere the US plans to withdraw its troops from

Iraq, is so glad toeg the preUS administrations falling one by one. Likewise, in Egypt, one

of the strongest countries of the region, the overthrow of the Mubarak administration which

was prelsrael and acted in tandem with the US has become of importance for Tehran.
Additi2 y F f f&X LN}y KFa 3J3A0Sy FTAR G2 (GKS adz00S3
countries which are dominated by the Shia population. It is because of the fact that most of

the governments within the Gulf region see Iran as a threat and are in closeitiethes US.

The US fifth fleet is situated in Bahrain and similarly in the other Gulf countries there is a
remarkable US military presence. Furthermore, the Gulf Cooperation Council, which
operates with the purpose of count& I £ | Y OA Yy 3 L NbuyiQ the rego) K& | a A y 3
established strategic relations with the countries both within the region and out of the

region. Iran is highly disturbed by this situation. Hence, Tehran has harshly criticized Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates for sendifg®t2 LJA (2 adzLllINBaa
movements in Bahrain. Iran has also reacted to the attitude of the Saudi Arabia towards its

own people of Shia roots and made threatening
explanations.

TO SAY THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REG ION

IRAN AND EXPAND ITS SPHERE OF INFLUENCE.

REGARDNG THE DEVELOPMENTS

IN SYRA, IRAN HAS ADOPTED A Regarding the developments in Syria, Iran has
RATHER OEFERENT ATTTUDE. adopted a rather differenattitude. Under such a

scene in which the Assad administration has
THE REASON FORHIS ATTITUDE surrounded its own provinces, performing
CINBISIISSN NG SRSV IMIS ENRREEEN  operations against its own people, opening fires
THE NUSAYRS WITH RATE 12% and killing many people, Iran has done nothing.
But instead, it has reacted to the countries like
Turkey which have opposed to such inhuman
operations and besides Tehran does not want

IN SYRA (ONE OF THE BRANCHES
OF THE SHA SECT) THAT TOOK

THE POWER AND THEY HAVE lyed2yS G2 AYyIGISNBSyS Ay {@&]
ESTABLSHED CLOSEIES WTH The reason for this attitude underlies the fact

that it is the Nusayris with rate 12% in Syria (one

of the branches of tb Shia sect) that took the

power and they have established close ties with

IRAN.
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ShiaSunni tension in the region.

)y OAT 60 o011 EOEAAT / AEAAOEOA

With its own distinctive policy Iran aims at increasing its power and influence in the region.

The state of Iran has pursued a sectarian and religoased foreign policy. Thus, it could be

AFAR GKFG LNIXyQa F2NBAIAY LRFTAODBSKI{KAOBBSYDPSAH
2T LNIXYy Ay (GKS NBIA2Yy A& G2 YIAyildlrAy (GKS R2
addition of Iraq (just as it happened in Syria and Lebanon) where the Shia groups and parties
have gained strength after the invasiom the US. Tehran, at the same time, is seeking the

ways for being influential over the Shia population in Pakistan and Afghanistan. In this way,

Iran will be able to establish a political clout over a wide geography through the sectarian

bond thereby havig a voice in the internal affairs of the many neighboring countries. The

Iranian influence over the Shia factors in Iraq are of utmost importance in this sense.

LN yQa f-Ssradl &rdami Amneficar discourses and policies get credit within the
adzAf AY 3IS2ANI LIKASEAD | 26SOSNE ¢SKNIyQa adSLi
0KS NB3IA2Yy &S NBD-ErmedRSNiSunki SonflictirNthe MiddieiEadt. 2ikeise,

LN} yQ&a | LILINBFOK G261 NRa (KS LIS2L) SQa Y2@0SYSy
2F {&8NARI O2dzZ R 06S SELXIFIAYSR 2y (KS olara 27
current ruling party in Syria has developed relations with Iran at aanali level. With the

overthrow of this ruling party, it is anticipate1

to see a Syrian administration in which th
Shia are less influential. This will, in tur THE MAIN GOAL OF
AYLI ANJ GKS LN} yQa Of g KAOK
has the closest ties, and the contag IRAN IN THE

establshed with the Lebanese Shias will to

(1 NBS SEGSyd 65115y REGION kS TO |4, ny
support towards the Assad administration fg MAINTAIN THE
the maintenance of the Shia axis may bo
inhibit the democratic representativeness d  SHIA AXIS.
the Syrian people and lead to the escalatic
of the ShiaSunni tension in the region.
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showed an obvious determination in the change of the administration. Tkead\
administration has taken some steps to meet the reform expectations of the Syrian people.
However, these reforms have been restricted to the decisions such as the appointment of
the new administration and the removal of the state of emergency. Addliy, the party in
power preferred to oppress the opposition by force. The Syrian army has entered into the
towns and cities, which have been crippled with protests, with tanks and armored vehicles
and intervened in the protest demonstrations with heavynars. It is known that the cost of
this intervention has been the death of nearly 2,000 civilians and the injury of thousands of
civilians. Likewise, the Syrian army and the police forces have performed large scale
operations against the opposing
protestoNBE Ay (GKS
Hama, Homs, Deir ezor and Idlib
and bombed the settlements wherg
those demonstrations broke out.
The Syrian state executed collecti
arrests in order to rule out the
opposition movement and it has
imprisoned almost 15,00 peoplan
the basis of demonstrating agains
the regime, aiding the injured
demonstrators and releasing
information to the external media.

2 KAES LN}YY KFa &dzLIL2NISR GKS LIS2L)X SQa Y20SY!
Arab world, it has adopted a #fSNBSy G adl yOS G246F NRa (GKS NBO6SH
leader Ali Khamenei stated that the uprisings in Syria were different than those in the Arabic
countries and developed with the supports of the-l3&el?* Iranian Ministry of the Exterior

has chimed that the groups rebelling against the Assad administration in Syria are the
GUSNNRBNRAG 3INRdzLIEE GKF G K| &8The Safe\of IradNehidl2 | SR
regards the uprising in Syria different from the Arab Spring, tries to inhibioteethrow of

the Assad rule and the change of the Nusayri management group. In the last weeks, Iran has
started to provide Syria with arms, equipments and experts along with the verbal support.

The fact that Tehran has distributed arms to the Nusayri famihnd supplied the Assad
administration with monitoring devices so that it can follow and locate the opposing groups

= http://farsi.khamenei.ir/newscontent?id=1283307.09.2011.
= http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/14/usiran-syriaidUSTRE75D17820110614.06.2011.



http://farsi.khamenei.ir/news-content?id=12833
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/14/us-iran-syria-idUSTRE75D1Z820110614
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has been much emphasized by the press. Likewise, it has been reflected by the news that
Syria, thanks to these monitoring device systerhas designated and arrested many
opposing groups

According to the Green Voice of Freedom, an internet website, a security committee that
has been sent by Iran has provided the Syrian security forces with specialization training and
technical support* Furthermore, the Washington Post claimed on the"a& May that Iran

has supported the Assad administration with military, logistical and technical aids so that the
Assad government could suppress the opposing demonstrations. It claimed that Iran had
sent helmets, clubs and other intervention tools to Syria so that the Syrian security forces
could control the demonstrators. Basing on the American officials, the newspaper also
argued that Tehran sent its expert staff, which worked for the suppression girtitests in

Iran in 2009, to Syria for the training of the Syrian security foftéskewise, in the last
weeks the media has given much room for the news saying that the Iranian Revolutionary
Guards sent personnel to Damascus and provided the personee¢ tith the tactical
training in their combat against the collective rebellion movements.

The Western countries, in this process, made explanations directly referring to the Iranian
security specialists who played a role in the suppression of the insoyge Syria and they
decided to impose sanctions upon Syria. The US decided to freeze the assets of the
Jerusalem Force command@&The European Union declared the Iranian police organization
responsible for the arbitrary arrestment and the murder of theotestors in Syria and
decided to impose sanctions on certain Iranian names. The EU, with the justification that
they supported the suppression of the protestors by force in Syria, froze the assets of the
Commandeiin-Chief of Revolutionary Guards, Comrdanof the Jerusalem Forces, Head of
the Revolutionary Guards Intelligence and prohibited them from travelling to th& Eble
2FNR 2F O9ELSNIA&AS 6KAOK ¢l & lFaardySR o6& (K.
sanctions, stated that most of the illegahas transfer of Tehran had been to Syria.

The fact that Iran has supported the Assad administration has driven the other players
within the Shia Crescent to pursue a policy that is in the same direction with that of Tehran.

Iraq has declared that it will be with the Assad government during thesigs in Syria and,

through the contacts that have been held at different levels it transferred messages of
addzLILI2 NI F2NJ { @ NA | & L-N&liki, @s ndt diificiYes tha Asyadl segineNE b ;
for the military intervention in the Syrian protesésmd for the increase in the number of the

civilian losses. However, the same Iragi regime has suggested that the demonstrators have

# http://en.irangreenvoicecom/article/2011/may/02/3095 05.31.2011.

% http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/nationaisecurity/iranreportediy-aidingsyrian
crackdown/2011/05/27AGUJe0CH story.ht®5.28.2011.

% hitp://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/19/world/middleeast/19syria.html18.05.2011

2 hitp://lwww.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jun/24/eutargetsiran-syriacrackdown 24.06.2011.



http://en.irangreenvoice.com/article/2011/may/02/3095
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/iran-reportedly-aiding-syrian-crackdown/2011/05/27AGUJe0CH%20story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/iran-reportedly-aiding-syrian-crackdown/2011/05/27AGUJe0CH%20story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/19/world/middleeast/19syria.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jun/24/eu-targets-iran-syria-crackdown
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sabotaged the integrity of the state. Some Iraqi officials have proclaimed that the Syrian
demonstrators are the members dfie AtQaeda Terrorist Organization and are supported

by the Gulf countries and Israel alike. Lebaiwentered Hezbollah organization has adopted

a similar attitude regarding the developments in Syria. Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah
has called his pedp to support the Assad administration and claimed that protest
demonstrations are the plans of a Saudi Arabia, which is aided by Israel.

CONCLUSION

Iran has more increased its clout in Irag as a result of the Shia groups coming to power in

Irag after the invasion of the US. The US will have withdrawn from Iraqg until the end of 2011
although the US will maintain its influence in Iraq afterwards. Assulr of the US
withdrawal from this country, Iran may include Iraq in its playground as well. Given the
developments within the scope of the Arab Spring and the change in Iraq, it is anticipated

that Iran will increase its clout over the Gulf countrieslaxtend its playground towards the

Ddzf F O2dzy i NAS&ad LNIyQad aidSLla Gr1Sy 6AGK GKS
9Fald SAGKAY (GKS 4021 2F G(KS { KAl FEA& &K2§g
back up this target of itself throingthe development of its capacity in nuclear technology

and the longrange missiles. For Iran, Syria poses the biggest risk. The blow of the Arab
{LINAY3I YIe& KIS yS3aFiAdS NBLSNDdzaaizya 2y L
developments in Syrienay take rather concerning dimensions. They may even evolve into
sectarian tension and spread to the whole region.
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